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(Notice to subscribers: Beginning with January, 1958, EPS will come to you from cehem 

Please let us know whether you will require steamer or airmail. The New York office wi 
Ontinue to gather American news for EPS. Please send your releases and other informat: 
poth to New York and Geneva.) 


cottish Churchmen Study World's Needs 


dinburgh) ~- Six hundred delegates from eight Scottish denominations attended a recen 
tland-wide conference in Edinburgh to consider the growing needs of the world and t 
creasing willingness of the Christian churches to cooperate in helping to meet thems 
heme of the conference was "Scotland Faces the World's Need". be 
The churchmen heard an urgent appeal for financial help to close the vast refugee 
camps from Mr. Auguste Lindt, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Other — 
eakers included Sir Thomas Taylor of Aberdeen, chairman of the conferences Pastor 3 
istian Berg, of Germany's anes 4 Hilfswerk organization; and Mr. A. B. ve | of 


ligeria. ; 


Among those taking part were representatives of the Baptist Churches, Churches of 
Christ, Congregational Churches, Church of Scotland, Scottish Episcopal Church, Method 
United Free Churches and the Society of Friends. Leaders of Scotland's War on Want Mo 
nent and the United Nations Association also attended. BePoSos Ge 


us Methodists Set Up Commission on Ecumenical Consultation 


(Gatlinburg, Tennessee) - As a result of the First North American Conference on Faith 
Order, held at Oberlin; Ohio; in September, a thirty-six~member Commission on Ecumenic 
jonsultation will be set up by the Methodist Church to take part in inter-denomination 
jonsultations on Faith and Order. The new commission was authorized by the Council of 
ishops at its semi-annual meeting in Gatlinburg last month. The idea for the commiss 
temmed from a presentation made in Oberlin, Ohio, in September at the Faith and Order 
ference by Methodist Bishop F. Gerald Ensley. 


Commission members will be eight bishops, twelve theology professors, eight pasto 
fix laymen and two representatives of the church's Boards of Mission and Education. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 
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ae eecne neal, movement's Occasion was the annual meeting of the Friends of the W. 
JECo Oe 


Asserting that he advocated neither organic union of all denominations nor simply re 
sooperation of the same kind we see today," Dr. Cavert called for emphasis on "unity ra 
than union.” 


"On the one hand, we need a unity which involves enough of a common faith and com 
der so that we can have a ministry and sacraments that are recognized throughout th : 
fhurch," he saide "On the other hand, we must never cease to safeguard the values of free - 
Jom and diversity." 


"The unhappy fact is that we are not spiritually ready for organizational union-~-ex= 
tept within the several confessional families," he said. a 
"The ecumenical interest and the local interest are competing with each other," hegas 
asserted a 


"Perhaps we have reached the point in the cooperative movement where it is not likely 
bo go further unless it goes deeper," he said. "As things now stand we act separately 
jeénominations in most things; and we act together in only those few things in which w 
oY act alonee We need to reverse the process." 

a An Indonesian speaker, the Rev. Peter Latuihamallo, said that the churches of Asia 
,° reached a new stage in their development. He said that the ecumenical movement has 
prought about the union and proposed unions of many Christian churches in Asia. i 
i "Is unity the sole and exclusive aim of the churches? The answer is that unity is i 
just the beginning, not the end. For the prime vocation of the Church in the world is to 
roclaim the Gospel of salvation by way of witnessing and serving." 4 


k 

; 

Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, associate general secretary of the National Council of Ct 

de comes head of the New York office of the World Council on January 1. EePodes New | 
| 8 


WHC Rejects Merger aa 


Minneapolis, Minn.) - A timetable for bringing about union between three major Lutheran 
ches in the United States has been approved by a joint union committee. 


_ The American Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United Evangel- 
weal Lutheran Church have agreed to unite. A fourth group, the Lutheran Free Church ex 
ided to stay out of merger negotiations. 


he 
tt 


Supporters of union inthe LFC, who include its top leaders, were disappointed by the 
esults of the balloting. Actions taken on the issue at the annual conference of the Free 
hurch last June had encouraged hope that it would become a part of the new church body 
Ore than two million members. = 


The victory of anti-merger forces, representing a militant minority in the Free Ghurch. 
as attributed by observers to their evident success in arousing opposition to the Worl 
Ouncil of Churches; in which the new Church will seek membership and in which the tht 
niting Churches are already membersc 


A 


_ Under the suggested timetable, documents for the merger will be completed by February 
1958. Articles of incorporation for the church will be filed on January 1, 1960. F. 
Onventions of the uniting bodies will meet from April 20-23, 1960, in Minneapolis. The 
gw church's constituting convention will follow immediately between April 2h and 27. | 
g ‘5s 1590; Pentecost Sunday; will be set aside in all congregations to mark the union. 
church will begin functioning as an administrative unit on January 1, 1961. Its 
eral convention will be held in October, 1962. E.P.S., Geneva 
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~: 
wards Closer Cooperation Between Orthodox Churches 


(Athens) - At the first meeting of the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church since he 
took office this summer, His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, Theoclitos, 
spoke in favor of closer cooperation between the Orthodox Churches, and reported on talks 
he had had in this connection with the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Antioch. 


The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexius of Moscow, referred to the 
initiative taken by the Greek Primate. In a reply to a letter of greeting from Archbishop 
Theoclitos, Patriarch Alexius of Moscow has written: "You have assured us with brotherly 
love that you will uphold the Orthodox faith and the tradition in all their purity and ful- 
ness, and will strive in your supreme office as hierarch to promote the unity of God's Holy 
Church. We welcome the intentions expressed by Your Holiness with all our heart, and are 
convinced that the days of your service as first hierarch will be propitious for the further 
Strengthening of the close brotherly fellowship of our Churches." EoP.5S-e5 Geneva 


New Trends in Orthodox Church life in Greece 


(Athens) ~ The new head of the Orthodox Church of Greece, 66-year-old Archbishop Theoclitos 
of Athens, has put before the Holy Synod of his church several proposals for reform which 
are aimed at strengthening church and theological life in Greece. A Seminar for Spiritual 
Instruction will be started in Athens to prepare priests, two from each of the thirty dio- 
Ceses in the country, for organizing pastoral retreats, where spiritual and practical 
questions will be discussed. 


To train church social workers, who must have completed a full theological course at 
a university, it is proposed to establish a Deaconess School in Athens. In addition, all 
Sunday schools; which have in many cases been run by laymen, are to be coordinated and led 
by the priests. 


The Holy Synod decided on various measures to improve the economic position of the 
priesthood. All priests exercising their ministry in the capital must obtain a theological 
diploma immediately; otherwise they will be transferred to the provinces. The Holy Synod 
‘appointed twenty committees to deal with particular aspects of the Church's work. They in-. 
‘clude a committee to watch foreign "propaganda" and proselytizing among Orthodox believers. 
Another committee will work on plans for a united Orthodox pro-synod,; and one will concern 
itself with the World Council of Churches and "relations with foreign churches." Among its 
members are Archbishop Theoclitos: several bishops; the synodal secretary; Papachristous 
fand Professors Bratsiotis and Joannidis. BE.ePoSe5 Geneva 


Homan Catholic Call to Prayer for Week of Unity 


"From January 18 to 25 the Week of Universal Prayer for the Unity of all Christians 
will remind us that all baptized people, now divided among themselves, are called to be one.! 
Literature issued by the Roman Catholic priest, Father P. Michalon, as director of 
the world-wide movement continuing the work of the late Abbé Paul Couturier of Lyon, France, 
underlines the tragedy of Christian division in issuing a call to prayer for 1958 in these 

terms o 


"If you were asked 'What is a Protestant, or a Roman Catholic, or an Orthodox, or an 
Anglican?’ you would most probably be inclined to point to whatever displeased yous or, at 
any rate, was a root of dissension," the appeal goes on. "But you do not know thems How 
then can you value and love them? That is one of our worst sins: the silent acceptance of 
the greatest divorce in Christian history! Is our charity so withered that Christ's prayers 
on the eve of Holy Thursday, no longer moves us? ' ather, that they may be one‘.” 


The suggestions for prayer have been grouped under the general intention of "the unity 
of all Christians as Christ has willed it, and by the means He has chosen." People are 
asked to pray on sugcessive days for the unity of all Christians, suffering as a result of 
Separation among Christians, for the sanctification of Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, 
Protestants, and Missionary churches; and for the unity of all mankind in the love and truth 
of Christ. 


Father Michaion, who sends out literature annually from the Grand Séminaire , Franchevill 
more than 130,000 print A 
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‘In a single day 2) request letters reached him. Special efforts to further the week of 


intercession were reported in countries as far distant as Madagascar, Tunisia, Denmark, 
j Indonesia and Lebanon. BeP.Soy Geneva 
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{Protestant Episcopal Church Supports Brussels 

(SRST SOARES YR terrae a ree 

i (Greenwich, Conn.) - The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church, meeting here, 
iDec. 12 voted $5000 toward the Ecumenical Exhibit at the Protestant Pavilion which will 
gbe built for the Brussels World!s Fair of 1958. 


The gift was made to the United States Conference for the World Council of Churches, 


jwhich has launched a $100,000 campaign for the Pavilion. The total cost of the building 
gis estimated at $235,000. 


This was the first major gift by an American church received in the campaign. 

| Co-chairmen of the campaign is Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel of Washington, D.C., president 
jof United Church Women and a member of the Episcopal Church's National Council, and Mr. 
}Charles C. Parlin, Methodist layman and WCC Central Committee member. 


The Pavilion will be sponsored by the Belgian Protestant Churches and will become an 
gecumenical center after the Fair. EePeSes New York 


\A Special Report 
Protests Continue over Schmutzler Sentence 


(Berlin) - Protests continue to mount against the sentencing of Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler 
ito five years’ hard labor, announced last week by the Leipzig Court of Justice (see EPS No. 


° 


jin Western Germany for the East Zone pastor who was charged with "inciting to boycott." 
The prayers will be repeated each Sunday . 


Students at the universities of Kiel and Cologne marched through the streets in silent 
Protest. At the same time, the Kiel students drew up a public protest demanding Pastor 
[Schmutzler's immediate release and the cancellation of his prison sentence. 


Bishop Gottfried Noth of Dresden, in whose district Pastor Schmutzler worked; con- 
tradicted the view expressed during the trial that the student Christian groups are 
Pillegal" organizations. 


Bishop Noth, who attended the trial, has reported to the Synod of Dresden that during 
the trial Pastor Schmutzler declared himself "guilty in the terms of the charge." 


Concerning the attitude which a pastor should have toward the state, Bishop Noth told 
the Synod: "We expect our pastors and church workers to be conscious of their Special task 
of preaching the Christian message and of spiritual care, to observe the laws of the state 
and to avoid anything which might lead to unnecessary conflicts with state or political 
authorities... A pastor must not carry on counter-revolutionary activities nor participate 
in them. Nor should he misuse his position to stir up agitation against the state or 
against its institutions. On the other hand, the Church's message cannot be confined to 
what maybe called the ‘sphere of piety.' It wishes to serve man in every sphere of his 
life in the world today, and it is its duty to give him clear guidance on questions of 
Oublic life... I repeat, it is the duty of a pastor to tell the congregation what God wants 
that congregation to do, in the circumstances in which it finds itself today." 


The council of the leaders of the Evangelical Academies and Lay Institutes in Europe 
fas issued a protest against Pastor Schmutzler's sentence on behalf of academies in Holland, 
areat Britain, France, Switzerland and Sweden. The council's chairman, Mr. D. H. J. 
Rinderknecht, said that "by the Leipzig trial the free exchange of thought between Chris- 
tians and non-Christians was branded as a criminal offense." BE.P.S., Geneva 
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On Sunday, December 8; services of intercession were held in all the Protestant churches 
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Berlin Synod of Church of the Union Takes Firm Stand 


\Berlin) ~ The Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has held a Synod in Berlin~Weissensee 
East Berlin), in an atmosphere of increasing tension between East German Church and state. 
“he EKU includes churches all over Germany; in Brandenburg, Saxony, Pomerania, Silesia, 
Vestphalia and the Rhineland. 


In the German Democratic Republic numbers of church officials are in prison. Newse 
papers in East Germany are urging the dismissal of a number of pastors who have opposed 
communist ceremonies now sponsored by the Government. A prominent office-bearer of the 
popular-front Socialist Unity Party (SED) in the German Democratic Republic has urged all 
Darty-members and state officials to leave the church and to stop sending their children 
sO classes in religious instruction. SED's central organ, "Neues Deutschland", has declared 
shat authorities of the church in the DDR should no longer obey the instructions of the 
"military church" in Western Germany and its president, Bishop Otto Dibelius. 


"Neue Zeit", organ of the pro-government Christian Democratic Union in East Germany, 
invariably comments that church statements mentioning "spiritual care in the armed forces" 
are implying "organizational fusion of the Evangelical Church in Germany with NATO." "Neue 
Zeit" has challenged the churches in East Germany to make "binding statements" concerning 
"the steps they propose to take, in order to recognize and abide by the constitution of the 
state in the German Democratic Republic." For several months the churches in East Germany 
nave been required to "declare their loyalty" in this way. 


The Christian Democratic Union in the district of Dresden has expressed its agreement 
with the Youth Dedication, which was rejected by the church as incompatible with confirma- 
tion. In other quarters the sending up of the Russian satellites is celebrated as "the 
3ighth day of Creation." One newspaper stated that Communism has now succeeded "in con-= 
tinuing God's creative work and out-trumping Him." 


A Socialist Unity Party official has declared that "the last doubter will now have 
his eyes opened as to who has the best relationship with heaven. The sputnik means the 
dawn of the eighth day of Creation. The Bible cannot compete with it." 


In this situation the Evangelical Church of the Union has made four statements: a 
"Message of Help to Christians, concerning their Attitude to the State", "Five Principles 
zoverning the Policy of the Church in the German Democratic Republic", a "Warning against 
the Misuse of Human Power in an Age of Technics" and "Questions to Church Leaders". 


The "Questions to Church Leaders" tries to encourage pastors and church workers to 
persevere in intensive pastoral work so as to strengthen the spiritual independence of 
jthe churches. 


The Synod rejected all waapons of mass destruction and all attempts to justify them 
for any purpose. "In any case," the statement said, "the use of weapons of mass destruction 
will destroy what one wanted to save - peace and freedom." The Synod warned against the 
suicidal policy of atomic armament adopted by the world powers," and especially against 
using atomic arms in the German armed forces. 


The "Five Principles Governing the Policy of the Church in the DDR" are: remaining 
loyal to Christ alone; demanding freedom to preach the Gospel in publics personal and 
Social life, including spiritual care and religious instruction in schools; freedom for 
the church to determine its own church laws and government; readiness for financial 
Sacrifices in order to keep the churches going; readiness to accept lower positions in the 


Snurch if necessary > 


The full text of the "Message of Help" follows?= 


Church and State 


A statement issued by the 
Synod of the German Evangelical Church of the Union, December, 1957 © 


iToday many Christians want to obey God, but do not know what attitude they should 
assume toward the state in the German Democratic Republic. The pressure brought to bear 
on them is in danger of causing them to waver in their faith or to reply by hate. Both 
attitudes would be forms of disobedience to our Lord; who has taken us into the service of 
His love. So we wish to speak a word that wili help. 
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"In the press and in public meetings attacks, sharper than ever before, are being 
made; not only against individual church leaders, but against the fundamental dogmas of 
our faith. These attacks are merely outward signs of a far-reaching decision. Now not 
only the Party, but the state itself, begins to pay allegiance to Marxist-Leninist ideology 
and to reject God and His will. The legally protected sphere assigned to the Christian 
faith in accordance with the DDR constitution grows smaller and smaller. To give one clear 
instances the state is now setting up apparatus, especially through the schools, to engage 
in propaganda for the youth dedication ceremony as the acknowledgement of a world-view whic 
excludes God. Many people are asking themselves "How can I, as a Christian, bound to my 
Lord's will, go on living and working in this state?" 


ARIE 


“Nevertheless it would be contrary to our Lord's will if we were to become embittered, 
if we-simply rejected the state in an utterly negative way. The Bible says "There is no 
power but of Gods; the powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13: 1). 


‘To this there is no exception. Our attitude to the state does not depend on the 
form of the state, nor the way it assumed power, nor even its own conception of itself and 
wnether or not it recognizes God's will. The Bible tells us to take the state seriously in 
its task as God's instrument. It therefore also tells us, despite all disappointments, to 
expect the state to act in such a way that we Christians may recognize the sustaining good- 
ness of God. This should be sos not because statesmen themselves have inquired after God's 
will, but because God is Lord of avery human form of order (1 Peter 2: 13), so that no one 
can withdraw from the sphere where His will prevails. A Christian is never exonerated fro 
responsibility for his state. If he must oppose the state in obedience to God's Word that 
is also part of his responsibility. By so doing he reminds the state of its own dignity, 
which it has received not from men but from God. 


‘We recail the message of the Synod of Barmen: 


imScripture teaches us that, in accordance with the divine order, in this present un- 
redeemed World where both Church and state are at work, the state has been appointed by 
God to care for law and order as best it can and by the use of force.» The Church ac= 
knowledges this divine benefit with gratituae and awe.... We reject the false teaching that 
the state could or should become the single and total regulator of human life. By doing 
this it would be performing the Church's function. 


or 


"We shall have to ask ourselves seriously whether we have clearly accepted the state 
as a divine institution, while rejecting any false claims it makes, or whether we have 
instead diplomatically avoided taking the decision demanded of us. The evangelical church 
is not the instrument of a political bloc or a church power bloc. We have not always state 
this clearly enough in the past. We must try not to encourage suspicions like this by our 
words and deeds. Though we continue to pray without ceasing for reunification, we neverthe 
less do not live in hope of "x-day"» but of the Day of the Lord. 


‘We must look to find out whether we have not made our attitude to this state dependen 
on a picture drawn from the past, or from the form taken by other states. 


IV 


‘We cannot follow the state if it adopts allegiance to Marxist-Leninist ideology and 
tries to enforce that view by state action. By giving a clear refusal we help the state to 
see its true vocation and to guard against violent manipulation of men's minds. 


‘We must obey our Lord in every aspect of our lives. God and faith in God are not 
"religious" appendages to the rest of life. Gods the Father of Jesus Christ, is Lord of o 
whole life and of the whole world. 


If we want not to betray our Lord we must bear in mind the precepts that follows 


1. Christ Himself puts us under obligation to call people to be His disciples. As 
Protestants understand it this is no mere appendage to the rest of the Church's work. The 


command applies to its whole life. 
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20 Because the Chureh is the flock of those who have accepted God's lordship, its 


members must recognize that what they say and how they behave to fellow-Christians and 
those outside the Church are to be determined by God's will alone. 


32 We cannot believe it is possible for a Christian to profess at the same time 
allegiance to God and to a world-view which attacks his existence. Not even fear must 
lead us to that. Christ blessed those who suffer for His name's sake. 


4. We remain united with Christians even if they live in other states and hold 
political convictions differing from our own. 


5» Our first duty is to do God's Will; but that will is in His commands as in- 
terpreted through the teaching, life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has command- 
ed us to stand up for human rights wherever they are infringed. God has commanded us to 
lovey not hate. In every situation and in our relations with all men, we stand under the 
command of Jesus: "Love your enemies, bless them which curse yous pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute you." God commands us to help to bring reconciliation 
wherever there is strife. 


6. Wherever opportunity to do good occurs = and this includes the realm of publie 
life - we are prepared to do it because we stand in the service of God who wills the goods 
"Seek the peace of the city... and pray unto the Lord for it" (Jeremiah 29: 7)oit 


Salo 


President Kurt Scharf was warmly supported by the Synod when he declared his loyalty 
to Bishop Otto Dibelius and rejected "calumnies” against him as President of the Evangelica 
Church in Germany. He said it was "intolerable" that the bishop could no longer visit the 
churches in his own district within the DDR and urged the authorities in East Berlin to end 
this situation. EePoSes Geneva 


PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
January 18 = 25, 1958, 
The order of service remains the same for each day of the weeks; the prayers underlined are 


to be repeated on each following day. 


a 3 
ras PAY 


First Day: OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN 


One God» the Father Almighty, One Lord Jesus Christ, One Holy Ghost proceeding from 
the Father and the Son; have mercy upon us Thy children and make us all me in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: 1 Kings 8s 22 = 30. 


Meditation: That the wholeness which is of God may be manifested 
In our lives: in simplicity 
In the Church: in diversity 
In the worlds in community 
In particular, that the true unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily intention: Remembrance of the conferences and assemblies taking place this 
year in the interest of the mission and unity of the Churchy and of those engaged in unity 
negotiations. 


Litany 3 Amid the tensions within ourselves, Unite us, O Lord. 
Amid the divisions within Christendom, Unite us, O Lorde 
Amid the cleavages within the world, Unite us, 0 Lord. 
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| Collects: O God, of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably on 
Thy whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; and, by the tranquil operation of 
Thy perpetual Providence, carry out the work of man's salvation; and let the whole world 
feel and see that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made news and all things are returning to perfection through Him 
through whom they took their origin, even through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Daily Prayer for Unity: O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to Thine apostles, Peace 


I leave with you, my peace I give unto yous Regard not our sins but the faith of Thy 


Church, and grant her peace and unity according to Thy will, who livest and relgnest God, 
world without end. Amen. rca 


Panel CusOne. uNoneolana 3h. se Os ols 
Second Day? HALLOWED BY THY NAME 


Thou who art one Lords and Thy Name one, have mercy upon us all, who are called by 
Thy Name, and make us more and more one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Exodus 6: eG ee se eel On 


Meditation: That the holiness of God's name may be revealed 
In our lives: by purity 
In the Church: by faithfulness 
In the worlds by righteousness 
In particular, that holy unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto use 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of those seeking in worship to maintain continuity with 
the past and those experimenting with new indigenous forms for the present: that God's 
name may be hallowed. 


Collect: Holy, Most High, Awful, who dwellest in the Holy place, make us holy, 
and bring us near to Thee. and cleanse us from all defilement, that we may perform the 
worship of our fathers in Thy fear; for Thou art He that blesses and hallow all things. 


Third Day: THY KINGDOM COME 


O King of Righteousness and Peace, gather us more and more into Thy Kingdom, and 
make us more visibly and invisibly one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Revelation 2i. 


Meditation: That God's kingdom may come 
In our livess by faith 
In the Church: by love 
In the worlds: by hope 
In particular, that supreme unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto uso 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of those suffering through racial, national and other 
human divisions and those striving for social justice in all parts of the world. 


Collect: O God, who has made all those that areborn again in Christ to be a 
royal and priestly race; grant us both the will and power to do what Thou commandest; 
that Thy people who are called to eternal life may have the same faith in their hearts, 
and the same piety in their actions; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Fourth Day: THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
Thou who hast declared unto us the mystery of Thy will, to gather together in one all 
things in Christ; both which are in heaven and which are on earth; confirm us; O Lord, to 


that holy will of Thine, and make us all one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Col. 1: 9 ~ 28. 
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: Meditation: That as in heaven, so on earth, God's will may be done 
. In our lives: by following the Servant 
In the Church: by witness to the truth 
In the world: by the establishment of justice 
In particular, that heavenly unity which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of laymen seeking to do God's will in homes and 
factories, in fields and offices, and in all the ordinary paths of life. 


Collect: O God of love, O Giver of concord, who hast given one counsel for our 
profit, with a new commandment, through Thine only-begotten Son, that we should love one 
another, even as Thou didst love us, the unworthy and the wandering, and gavest Thy be- 
loved Son for our life and salvation; we pray Thee; Lord; give to us Thy servants, in all 
time of our life on the earth (but especially and pre-eminently now), a mind forgetful of 
past ill-will, a pure conscience and sincere thoughts, and a heart to Love our brethrene 


Fifth Day: GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE 
THEM THAT TRESPASS AGAINST US 


Thou in whom we being many are one Bread and one Body: grant that we being all 
partakers of that one Bread, may day by day be more and more one in Thee. 


Thou who didst say, Father "forgive them", for those who were rending Thy blessed 
body; forgive us the many things we have done to mar the unity of Thy mystical Body and 
make us, forgiving and loving one another, to be more and more one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: John 13: 1-17. 


Meditation: That forgiveness may be expressed 
In our lives: by power to forgive others 
In the Churchs by humility in the quest for unity 
In the world: by freedom from bitterness against 
injustice 
In particular, that redemptive unity, which comes only from 
above; may be granted unto us. 


| Daily Intention: Remembrance of our enemies as God's children. 


Collects In Thy mercy and majesty, O Lords; behold Thy households; that they may 
de neither stained with vices of their own, nor held in bondage by the sins of others; but 
deing ever freed and cleansed from both, they may do service unto Thee. 


Sixth Day: AND LEAD US NOL INTO TEMPTATION 


As Thou didst enable Thine apostles to continue with Thee in Thy temptations, so 
snable us by Thy grace to abide with Thee in Thy true Church under all trials, visible and 
invisible, nor ever cease from being one in Thee. 


Scripture Reading: Hebrews )s 5: 95 or Luke ks 1 =~ 1h, 


Meditation: That in the face of temptation we may be granted 
In our lives: patience 
In the Church: wisdom 
In the worlds: order 
In particular that saving unity, which comes only from 
abovey may be granted unto use 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of churches undergoing temptation and persecution for 
sheir faith. 


; Collect: Jesus our Master, do Thou meet us while we walk in the way; and long to 
teach the heavenly country; so that following Thy light, we may keep the way of righteous- 
less, and never wander away into the horrible darkness of this world's night, while Thous 
jmo art the Way, the Truth and the Life, art shining within us. 
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Good Lord, deliver and preserve Thy servants for ever. 
Scripture Readings John lh: 15 - 26, 


Meditation: That the Lord's prayer for unity may be fulfilled 
In our lives: in health 
In the Church: in wholeness 
In the world: in peace 
In particular, that comforting unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


3 Daily Intentions Remembrance of the reality of the evil powers in the world and 
ithe Lordship of Jesus Christ. i 


Collect: We beseech Thee, O Lords; to guide Thy Church with Thy perpetual 
governance, that it may walk warily in times of quiet; and boldly in times of re 
hhrough our Lord. 


ighth Day: FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY, FOR EVER AND EVER 


O benignant King of ages and Master of all creation, receive Thy Church approachi 
hrough Christ; fulfil for each of us what is good for himg bring us all to perfecure 
(and make us met for the grace of Thy sanctification, uniting us together in Thy Holy Ch 
yhich Thou hast purchased with the precious blood of Thine only begotten Son, our Lord 
aviour Jesus Christ: with whom, and with Thine all holy, good and life-giving Spirit, 
are blessed and glorified for ever. : 


Seripture Reading: Matthew 28: 16 = 20. 


Meditation: That the power of God may manifest itself throughout the whole earth 
In our lives: through joy 
In the Church: through mission 
In the world: through renewal 
In particular, that glorious unity, which comes only from 
above, may be granted unto us. 


Daily Intention: Remembrance of the call of the Church to preach the Gospel to all 
Creatures and to the ends of the world, and thankfulness for those faithful to that calle 


Collects O God; who art rich in mercy to all, O Father of glory, who nadeeee 
on to be a Light to the Gentiles; to proclaim redemption to the captives and sight to 
lind; do Thous who by Christ art bounteous in compassion, grant them remission of Say 

and a portion among the saints through faith. (See EPS No. 16) BiPJSe5 seem 


In brief 


The Rev. Philip Potter of the British West Indies succeeds the Rev. Bengt-Thure 
Molander of Sweden as executive secretary of the Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches on December 15. Mr. Molander is returning to a Lutheran pastorate in Sweden. A 
Methodist 5 Mr. Potter has been on the staff of the WCC since 195), and for the last year 
12s been secretary of the WCC's Youth Department in the Council's New York office. 


The Methodist Church of New Zealand at its annual conference last month voted to ys 
ee merger negotiations with the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches and the > amy 
| eupage of Christe Fay 
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IMC Assembly Opens on December 28 


Delegates from thirty-five member councils will gather at the University 
College of Ghana, Achimota, Ghana, from December 28—January 8 for the Assembly 
of the International Missionary Council. (The last Assembly was held at Willin- 
gen, Germany, in 1952.) 


Most controversial item on the agenda will be the proposal to integrate the 
IMC and the World Council of Churches (see EPS No. 30). The plan was commended 
by the Central Committee of the WCC at its meeting this summer. If it is approved 
by the IMC Assembly it must then be voted on by the member councils of the IMC and 
final action cannot be taken before the third Assembly of the WC in 1960. 


Recommendations are also expected on: a study programme designed to give a 
theological basis, content and directinn to the missionary work of ‘the churches; 
a plan for closer cooperation in the Ghurch's missionary work; the training of 
the ministry, especially in the younger churches; new forms of missionary work; 
the relation between the social work of missionssand the relief programme of the 
churches working through the World Council. 


Dr. John A, Mackay, chairman of the IMC and president of Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary in the US, will address the opening plenary session on "The Christian 
Mission at This Hour". A second plenary session will deal with the same tcpic 
and give background for the later group meetings, where delegates will consider: 
"The Christian Witness in Society and Nation"; "The Christian Church Facing Its 


. 
Te me otnoneey 


SaaS TE Ayes detent iets 


PEMSSM SS Meir sante Aree nthe 


ti 
Vee 


ie \ 
> Y wey i i ave AS A wy ; 
4 No. 47 - December 13th, 1957 -2- 382 


z 

Calling to Mission"; "The Christian Church and Non-Christian Religions"; "The 
Place and Function of the Missionary"; "What Does ‘Partnership in Obedience! 

| Mean?", 


In addition, committees of delegates will be discussing the proposed integ— 
ration plan of the IC with the WCC, the training of the ministry, new forms of 
mission, and missions and inter-—church aid. 


During the Assembly, Gommunion services will be held according to the Angli- 
can, Methodist and Reformed rituals. H.P.S., Geneva 


scottish Churchmen Study World's Needs 


(Edinburgh) — Six hundred delegates from eight Scottish demoninations attended a 
Scotland—wide conference in Edinburgh late last month to consider the growing 
needs of the world and the increasing willingness of the Christian churches to 
cooperate in helping to meet them. Theme of the conference was "Scotland Faces 
the World's Need". 


The churchmen heard an urgent appeal for financial help to close the vast 
| refugee camps from Mr. Auguste Lindt, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees. Other speakers included Sir Thomas Taylor of Aberdeen, chairman of 
; the conference, Pastor Christian Berg, of Germany's Evangelical Hilfswerk ecrgani- 
sation, and Mr. A.B. Oyediran of Nigeria. 


Among those taking part were representatives of the Baptist Churches, Churches — 
of Christ, Congregational Churches, Church of Scotland, Scottish Episcopal Church, 
Methodist, United Free Churches and the Society of Friends. Leaders of Scotland's 
War on Want ilovement and the United Nations Association also attended. 

E.P.S., Geneva i 
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US_ Methodists Set Up Commission on Ecumenical Consultation 


(Gatlinburg, Tennessee) - As a result cf the First North American Conference on 
Faith and Order, a thirty-six-member Commission on Ficumenical Consultaticn will 
be set up by the Methodist Church to take part in inter-denominational consulta- 
tions on Faith and Order, The new sommission was authorised by the Council cf 
Bishops at its semi-annual meeting in Gatlinburg last month. The idea for the 
commission stemmed from a presentation made in Oberlin, Ohio, in September at the 
Faith and Order Conference by Methodist Bishop F. Gerald Ensley. 


Commission members will be eight bishops, twelve theology prefessors, eight 
pastors, six laymen and two representatives of the church's Boards of Mission and 
Education. E.P.S., Geneva 


Dates set for Forming United Lutheran Body in USA 


A timetable for bringing about union between three major Lutheran churches 
in the United States has been approved by a joint union committee. 


kN 


P The American Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the United 
'  £Evangelical lutheran Church have agreed to unite. A fourth group, the Lutheran 
f Free Church, is now conducting a vote in its congregations to discover whether 

y they wish to join the union. The new body will be called the American Lutheran 
Church. 


Under the suggested timetable, documents for the merger will be completed by 
\ February 1, 1958. Articles of incorporation for the church will be filed on 

G January 1, 1960. Final conventions of the uniting bodies will meet from April 
20 - 23, 1960, in Minneapolis. The new church's constituting convention will 


&; ot cy 


+ 
tat wea te 49 


ae 


: 
Met ue 


vy Fog Kean? « Se atlas 


oe eee rng ine oe Pate. 2a 4 Rs 


ner iy amt 4 Fest nih 5) f > . aaj " 4 iy aaa ta pay eo 


: May Ley. asks hay rd hee ae ie fs a 
aie i Gight Ts RE ECM Bla a Rn A ee oy pat ater Rid 


‘oar 
i" 
nae + 


- 
4S Peco va A 


" ny ; | cant 
» loge hilt ¢: Bh ett iw i teh an De ngs, * _ igiebotin : 
git AL eri | ii RAGES rie . ' i Af. Fe ots xf 
fa art { ‘ J i : ‘ ; ; tae Le ( area gar 
bree eaten +e ar oar eh 


gp te 
\ ee ie) ne err! + 


‘ 


ie. f , 
ak oe: ih dehy 
Seay a Lats dst 
| ve rege. wey oe ; 
. ay , is eae Pirate 


rs Vary w 
BY 


rr kan hel 
Gina itk eel 


A ait seas ‘paseo 


; ' Oy my 7% Oe Y The af A 2 oe! 
io Be. sak Wie 9: ; 4 v . ee ; ne We ks . e , wf a bar ay see me ae iy aes ag 
; 7) or i a 


WA Le get hater’ 4} pyis, 

» i ey 4 a 
re . bt, f" hee Pope ass A 
Ni 5 |, APL sey a 

+ t . 2 Ver, . 
caer 

fete 
nett 


Seales, 
tan: a Mast s 


hehe 


ee 


‘No. 47 - December 13th, 1957 ig ee | 383 


follow immediately between April 24 and 27. June 5, 1960, Pentecost Sunday, will 
be set aside in all congregations to mark the union. The new church will begin 
functioning as an administrative unit on January 1, 1961. Its first general con- 
vention will be held in October, 1962. B.P.S., Geneva 


Roman Catholic Call to Prayer for Week of Unity 


"From January 18 to 25 the Week of Universal Prayer for the Unity of all 
Christians will remind us that all baptised people, now divided among themselves, 
are called to be one", 


Literature issued by the Roman Catholic priest, Father P. Michalon, as director ~ 
of the world-wide movement continuing the work of the late Abbé Paul Couturier of 
Lyon, France, underlines the tragedy of Christian division in issuing a call te 
prayer for 1958 in these terms. 


"If you were asked ‘What is a Protestant, or a Roman Catholic, or an Orthodox, 
or an Anglican?’ you would most probably be inclined to point to whatever displeas- 
ed you, or, at any rate, was a root of dissension", the appeal goes on. "But you = 
do not know them! How then can you value and love them? That is one of our | 
worst sins: the silent acceptance of the greatest divorce in Christian history! | 
Is our charity so withered that Christ's prayer, on the eve of Holy Thursday, no- ae 
longer moves us? 'Father, that they may be one'." rae 


The suggestions for prayer that follow have been grouped under the general — ie 
intention of "the unity of all Christians as Christ has willed it, and by the means ; 
He has chosen", People are asked ty pray on successive days for the unity of all ee 
Christians, suffering as a result of separation among Christians, for the sanctifi- | 
cation of Roman Catholics, Orthodox, Anglicans, Protestants, and Missionary churches; Re 
and for the unity of all mankind in the love and truth of Christ. Ps 


Father Michalon, who sends out literature annually from the Grand Séminaire, | 
Francheville, Rhéne, reports that for the Week of Prayer in 1957 more than 430,000 ape 
printed items were ordered. In a single day 244 request letters reached him. 40% 
Special efforts to further the week of intercession were reported in countries as ., 
far distant as Madagascar, Tunisia, Denmark, Indonesia and Lebanon, ¥ 

E.P.S., Geneva Nee 


New Trends in Orthodox Church Life in Greece 


(Athens) - The new head of the Orthodox Church of Greece, 66-year-old Archbishop 
Theoclitos of Athens, has put before the Holy Synod of his church several proposals 
for reform which are aimed at strengthening church ani theological life in Greece. 
A Seminar for Spiritual Instruction will be started in Athens tc prepare priests, 
two from each of the thirty dioceses in the country, for organising pastoral re- 
treats, where spiritual and practical questions will be discussed. To train 
church social workers, who must have completed a full theological course at a uni- 
versity, it is proposed to establish a Deaconess School in Athens. In additicn, 
all Sunday schonls, which have in many cases been run by laymen, are to be coordi- 
nated and led by the priests. 


The Holy Synod decided on various measures to improve the economic position 
of the priesthood. All priests exercising their ministry in the capital must 
obtain a therlogical diploma immediately; otherwise they will be transferred to 
the provinces. The Holy Synod appointed twenty committees to deal with particular 
aspects of the Church's work. They include a committee to watch foreign "propa- 
ganda" and proselytising among Orthodox believers. Another committee will work 
on plans for a united Orthodox pro-synod, and one will concern itself with the 
World Council of Churches and "relations with foreign churches", Among its men- 
bers are Archbishop Theoclitos, several bishops, the synodal secretary, Papachristou, 
and Professors Bratsiotis and Joannidis. H.P.S., Geneva 
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Towards Closer Conperation Between Orthodox Churches 


(Athens) - At the first meeting of the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church 
since he took nffice this summer, His Beatitude the Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece, Theoclitos, spnke in favour of closer cooperation between the Orthodox 
Churches, and reported on talks he had had in this connection with the Patriarchs 
of Alexandria and Antioch. 


The head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Alexius of Moscow, re- 
ferred to the initiative taken by the Greek Primate. In a reply tc a letter of 
greeting from Archbishop Thenclitos, Patriarch Alexius of Moscow has written: 

"You have assured us with brotherly love that you will uphold the Orthodox faith 
and the tradition in all their purity and fullness, and will strive in your supreme 
office as hierarch to promote the unity of God's Holy Church. We welcome the 
intentions expressed by Your Holiness with all our heart, and are convinced that 
the days of your service as first hierarch will be propitious fer the further 
strengthening of the close brotherly fellowship of our Churches." 

B.P.S., Geneva 


in_brie? 


'The Rev. Philip Potter of the British West Indies succeeds the Rev. Bengt- 
Thure Molander of Sweden as executive secretary cf the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches on December 15. Mr. Mclander is returning to a Lutheran 
pastorate in Sweden, A Methodist, ilr. Potter has been on the staff of the WCC : 
since 1954, and for the last year has been secretary of the WCC's Youth Department | 
in the Council's New York office. 


ae 


The Methodist Church of New Zealand at its annual conferenoe last month voted 
to continue merger negotiations with the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches 
and the Associated Churches of Christ. 


x 


. 
, 


The Right Rev. G.K.A. Bell, honorary president of the World Ceuncil of Churches, 
who retires in January as the Bishop of Chichester, will be succeeded by the Bishop : 
of Wakefield, the Right Rev. Roger Plumpton Wilson. 


* * 


The Supreme Court of Mexico has ruled that a recent edict prohibiting reli- 
gious broadcasts is constitutional. 


x ; ; 


Archives of the Confessing Church have been set up in Bielefeld in West Ger- 
many containing documents relating to the most imprrtant Synceds held during the 
Nazi régime in Germany; reports cf trials; papers dealing with the Jews, the 
armed forces, the SS, cuthanasia and the press; and collections of sermons preached 
during the church struggle. Director of the project is Pastor Wilhelm Niemoller. 


x % 


The new head of the Russian Church Mission in Israel, Father Nicodim, has 
been made an archimandrite in the Russian Cathedral in Jerusalem. He succeeds 
the Archimandrite Pimen, who has returned to Mcsccw. 


*% 


Protestant youth planning to visit the 1958 World Exhibition at Brussels can 
find accommodation in the "Foyer des Jeunes", 99 rue de Jerusalem, in Schaerbeek, 
near Brussels, Run by the YMCA, the home has space for fifty persons. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 


(Berlin) - Protests continue to mount against the sentencing of Pastor Siegfried 
schmutzler to five years' hard labour, announced last week by the Leipzig Court 
of Justice (see EPS No. 46). 


On Sunday, December 8, services of intercession were hcld in all the Protes— 
tant churches in western Germany for the Bast Zone pastor who was charged with 
winciting to, boycott. The prayers will be repeated each Sunday. 


In the meantime, student protests against the sentencing of the Leipzig 
student chaplain continue to mount. Students at the universities of Kiel and 
Cologne marched through the streets in silent protest, At the same time, the 
Kiel students drew up a public protest demanding Pastor Schmutzler's immediate 
release and the cancellation of his prison sentence. The Committee of the Asso- 
ciation of German Students has written to President Dieckmann, of the People's 
Chamber of the German Democratic Republic, urging him to free Pastor Schmutzler 
as an act of mercy. 


i 
The Catholic News Agency of Germany has issued a statement saying that Catho- 


lics are amazed and distressed at the sentence, and fear that further restrictions 
may be placed on the work of the Church in the DDR. 


The Bulletin of the Federal government in Western Germany has expressed con- 
cern over the "growing church struggle" in East Germany, and states that Article 
41 of the Constitution of the DDR expressly recognises the right of religious 
associations to express their opinion concerning questions vital to the nation. 
Therefore, the Bulletin says, the sentence against Pastor Schmutzler is a complete 
breach of the constitution. 


Taking the opposite view in the controversy, the pro-government Last German 
paper, "Neue Zeit", describes the statements of Professor Helmut Thilicke, Bishop 
Otto Dibelius and Bishop Hans Lilje defending Pastor Schmutzler as “hypocrisy". 
Terming Bishop Dibelius and Bishop Lilje "the exponents of the policy of NATO" in 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, the paper said "they regard 


‘church freedom! as freedom to use the church as camouflage and use the institutions 


and forms of church life in order to fulfil the aims of NATO in the DDR". "Neue 
Zeit" added that they "pretended to intervene on behalf of Pastor Schmutzler, but 
their championship of his case definitely made things worse for him and provided 
further evidence that the sentence against him was justified". 


Writing in "Sonntagsblatt", a Hamburg paper which he edits, Bishop Lilje 
points out that "the matter is so serious because the hard and unjust sentence 
passed at Leipzig can only be interpreted as a signal for a struggle against the 
Church, a sign of a decision to use force to stop the Christian message being 
preached in public, an attempt to intimidate those who announce the word of God". 


Because Pastor Schmutzler was charged with being in contact with Evangelical 
Academies in Westem Germany and with sending students to them, two church offici- 
als have issued statements concerning the work of the academies and Christian 
student groups. 


President Scharf of the Evangelical Church of the Union says that the "work 
of the Evangelical Academies has no pclitical bias, and they are always ready for 
open discussion with anyone who wishes to participate .... they are not places 
for re-education. We want to help people to meet others with opposite views so 
that they can understand the reasons underlying each other's opinions and ideas, 
and we want them to hear what the Church's message is." 


Describing student groups as a fellowship whose purpose is the service of 
God, in the biblical sense, Dr. Scharf said they are a new form of church life tn 
contact people who have no relation to the parochial church where they live and 
draw them into the church's fellowship. 
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Bishop Gottfried Noth of Dresden, in whose district Pastor Schmutzler worked, 
contradicted the view expressed during the trial that the student Christian groups 
are "illegal organisations. 


Bishrp Noth, who attended the trial, has reported to the Synod of Dresden 
that during the trial Pastor Schmutzler declared himself "guilty in the terms of 
the charge". 


Concerning the attitude which a pastor should have toward the state, Bishop 
Noth told the Synod: “We expect our pastors and church workers to be conscious of 
their special task of preaching the Christian message and of spiritual care, to 
observe the laws of the state and to avoid anything which might lead to unnecessary 
conflicts with state or political authorities... A pastor must not carry on counter- 
revolutionary activities nor participate in them. Nor should he misuse his posi- 
tion to stir up agitation against the state or against its institutions. On the 
other hand, the Church's message cannot be confined to what may be called the 
‘sphere of piety'. It wishes to serve man in cvery sphere of his life in the 
world today, and it is its ducy to give him clear guidance on questions of public 
life... I repeat, it is the duty of a pastor to tell the congregation what God 
wants that congregation to do, in the circumstances in which it finds itself today." 


The council of the leaders of the Evangelical Academies and Lay Institutes 
in Europe has issued a protest against Pastor Schmutzler's sentence on behalf of 
academies in Holland, Great Britain, France, Switzerland and Sweden. The council's 
Chairman, Mr. D.H.J. Rinderknecht,said that "by the Leipzig trial the free exchange 
of thought between Christians and non-Christians was branded as a criminal offence". 
H.P.S., Geneva 


Berlin Synod of Church of the Union Takes Firm Stand 


(Berlin) ~- The Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has held a Synod in Berlin- 
Weissensee (East Berlin), in an atmosphere of further increasing tension between 
East German Church and state. The EKU includes churches all over Germany; in 
Brandenburg, Saxony, Pomerania, Silesia, Westphalia and the Rhineland. 


In the German Democratic Republic numbers of church officials are in prison. 
Pastor Schmutzler, student chaplain at Leipzig, has received a sentence of five 
years' hard labour. Newspapers in Hast Germany are urging the dismissal of a 
number of pastors who have opposed communist ceremonies now sponscred by the Gov- 
ernment. A prominent office-bearer of the popular-—front Socialist Unity Party 
(SED) in the German Democratic Republic has urged all party-members and state 
officials to leave the church and to stop sending their children to classes in 
religious instruction. The SED has also urged church leaders in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic to separate from the church leaders of Germany as a whole. The 
SED's central organ, "Neues Deutschland", has declared that in future the authori- 
ties of the church in the DDR should no longer obey the instructions of the "mili- 
tary church" in Western Germany and its president, Bishop Otto Dibelius. 


"Neue Zeit", organ of the pro-government Christian Democratic Union in East 
Germany, invariably comments on church statements mentioning "spiritual care in 
the armed forces" as implying "organisational fusion of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany with NATO". "Neue Zeit" has challenged the churches in East Germany to 
make "binding statements" concerning "the steps they propose to take, in order to 
recognise and abide by the constitution of the state in the German Democratic 
Republic". For several months the churches in East Germany have been required 
to "declare their loyalty" in this way. 


The Christian Democratic Union in the district of Dresden has expressed its 
agreement with the Youth Dedication, which was rejected by the church as incempati- 
ble with sonfirmation. In other quarters the sending up of the Russian satellites 
is celebrated as "the eighth day of Creation". One newspaper stated that Ccommu- 
nism has now succeeded "in continuing God's creative work and out-trumping Hin". 
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A Socialist Unity Party official has declared that "the last doubter will now 
have his eyes opened as to who has the best relationship with heaven. The sput— 
nik means the dawn of the eighth day of Creation. The Bible cannot compete with 
5 A 


In this situation the Evangelical Church of the Union has made four state- 
ments: a "Message of Help to Christians, Concerning their Attitude to the State", 
"Five Principles Governing the Policy of the Church in the German Decomratic Repub- 
lic", a "Warning against the Misuse of Human Power in an Age of Technics and 
"Questions t» Church Leaders". 


The "Questinns to Church Leaders" tries to encourage pastors and church 
workers to persevere in intensive pastoral work so as to strengthen the spiritual 
independence of the churches. 


In its "Warning against the Misuse of Human Power in an Age of Technics", 
the Synod rejected all weapons of mass destruction and all attempts to justify 
them for any purpose. "In any case", the statement said, "the use of weapons of 
mass destruction will destroy what one wanted to save — peace and freedom". The 
Synod warned against the "suicidal policy of atomic armament adnpted by the world 
powers", and especially against using atomic arms in the German armed forces. 


The "Five Principles Governing the Policy of the Church in the DDR" are: 
remaining loyal to Christ alone; demanding freedom to preach the Gospel in public, 
personal and social life, including spiritual care and religious instruction in 
schools; freedom for the church to determine its nw church laws and government; 
readiness for financial sacrifices in order to keep the churches going; readiness 
to accept lower positions in the church if necessary. 


The full text of the "Message of Help" follows:- 


Church and State 
A statement issued by the 
Synod of the German Evangelical Church of the Union, December, 1957. 


'Today many Christians want to obey God, but do not know what attitude they 
should assume toward the state in the German Democratic Republic. The pressure 
brought to bear on them is in danger of causing them to waver in their faith or 
to reply by hate. Both attitudes would be forms of disobedience to our Lerd, 
who has taken us into the service of His love. So we wish to speak a word that 
will help. 


a 


‘In the press and in public meetings attacks, sharper than ever before, are 
being made, not only against individual church leaders, but against the fundamental 
dogmas of our faith. These attacks are merely outward signs of a far-reaching 
decisivzn. Now not only the Party, but the state itself, begins to pay allegiance 
to Marxist-Leninist ideology and to reject God and His will. The legally protec- 
ted sphere assigned to the Christian faith in accordance with the DDR constitutien 
grows smaller and smaller. To give one clear instance: the state is now setting 
up apparatus, especially through the schools, to engage in prepaganda for the 
youth dedication ceremony as the acknowledgement of a world-view which excludes 


God. Many people are asking themselves "How can I, as a Christian, bound to ny 
Lord's will, go on living and working in this state? 
Aa 


‘Nevertheless it would be contrary to our Lord's will if we were to become 
embittered, if we simply rejected the state in an utterly negative way. The 
Bible says "There is no power but of God; the powers that be are ordained of 


God" (Romans 13: 1). 
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'To this there is no exception. Our attitude to the state does not depend 
on the form of the state, nor the way it assumed power, nor even its own conception 
of itself and whether or not it recognises God's will. The Bible tells us to 
take the state seriously in its task as God's instrument. It therefore also tells 
us, despite all disappointments, to expect the state to act in such a way that we 
Christians may recognise the sustaining goodness of God. This should be sr, not 
because statesmen themselves have inquired after God's will, but because God is 
Lord of every human form of order (1 Peter 2: 13), so that no-one can withdraw 


from the sphere where His will prevails. A Christian is never exonerated from 
responsibility for his state. If he must oppose the state in obedience to God's 
Word that is also part of his responsibility. By so doing he reminds the state 


of its own dignity, which it has received not from men but from God. 
We recall the message of the Synod of Barmen: 


"Scripture teaches us that, in accordance with the divine order, in this 
present unredeemed world where both Church and state are at work, the state has 
been appointed by God to care for law and order as best it can and by the use of 
force. The Church acknowledges this divine benefit with gratitude and awe.... 

We reject the false teaching that the state could or should become the single and 
total regulator of human life, By doing this it would be performing the Church's 
function." 


HRESE 


We shall have to ask ourselves seriously whether we have clearly accepted the. 
state as a divine institution, while rejecting any false claims it makes, or 
whether we have instead diplomatically avoided taking the decision demanded of us. 
The evangelical church is not the instrument of a political bloc or a church power 
bloc, We have not always stated this clearly enough in the past. We must try 
not to encourage suspicions like this by our words and deeds, Though we continue 
to pray without ceasing for reunification, we nevertheless do not live in hope of 
"x-day", but of the Day of the Lord. 


'We must look to find out whether we have not made our attitude to this state 
dependent on a picture drawn from the past, or from the form taken by other states. 


IV 


We cannot follow the state if it adopts allegiance to Marxist-Leninist ideology 
and tries to enforce that view by state action. By giving a clear refusal we help 
the state to see its true vocation and to guard against violent manipulation of 
men's minds. 


'We must obey our Lord in every aspect of our lives. God and faith in God 
are not "religious" appendages to the rest of life. God, the Father of Jesus 
Christ, is Lord of our whole life and of the whole world. 


‘If we want not to betray our Lord we must bear in mind the precepts that 
follow: 


Ls Christ Himself puts us under obligation to call people to be His dis- 
ciples. As Protestants understand it this is no mere appendage to the rest of 
the Church's work. The command applies to its whole life. 


tae Because the Ghurch is the flock of those who have accepted God's lordship, 
its members must recognise that what they say and how they behave to fellow-Chris- 
tians and those outside the Church are to be determined by God's will alone. 


oy We cannot believe it is possible for a Christian to profess at the same 
time allegiance to God and to a world-view which attacks his existence. Not even 
fear must lead us to that. Christ blessed those who suffer for His name's sake. 


_ 4, We remain united with Christians even if they live in other states and 
hold political convictions differing from our own. 
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oe Our first duty is to do God's will; but that will is in His commands 
as interpreted through the teaching, life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has commanded us to stand up for human rights wherever they are infringed. 
Gnd has commanded us to love, not hate. In every situation and in our relations 
with all men, we stand under the command of Jesus: "Leve your enemies, bless them 
which curse you, pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you". 
God commands us to help to bring reconciliation wherever there is strife. 


6. Wherever opportunity to do good occurs — and this includes the realm 
01 public life - we are prepared to dy it because we stand in the service of Ged 
who wills the good. "Seek the peace of the city... and pray unto the Lord for 
it" (Jeremiah 29; 7).! 


President Kurt Scharf was warmly supported by the Synod when he declared his 
loyalty to Bishop Otto Dibelius and rejected “calumnies" against him as President 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany. He said it was "intolerable" that the 
bishop could no longer visit the churches in his own district within the DDR and 
urged the authorities in East Berlin to end this situation. E.P.S., Geneva 
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